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HealthAccess Celebrates Fifth Anniversary and $15 Million in Donations
Shawnee County Medical Society’s HealthAccess program will celebrate its fifth anniversary at 10 AM on March 28 with a brief program/media conference at 623 SW 10th in Topeka.  Recognition will be given to the many community partners (including physicians, hospitals, clinics, and pharmacies) that work together to generously provide coordinated charity care for low-income uninsured residents of Shawnee County. HealthAccess has enrolled over 5,300 individuals in its five year history and through claims processing donated by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas the program has recorded over $15 million in donated medications and health care. 

In 1997, the Shawnee County Medical Society heard the frustrations of community physicians providing indigent health care and began searching for a local solution. Concerns included the inherent inefficiencies of taking care of a population that used multiple providers, hospital emergency departments, and clinics. Patients were often unable to afford necessary prescriptions and their health problems became increasingly complex. Desiring change, the Indigent Care Committee worked with community hospitals, providers, local government, and non-profit organizations to develop a more coordinated system of charity care for those most in need. Modeled after the best practices of programs in North Carolina and Wichita, the HealthAccess program became a reality March 4, 2002. 
The HealthAccess program exemplifies the power of local collaboration and cooperation, with each partner volunteering to do what they do best to provide for citizens that were falling through the cracks in our health care delivery system. Today, 84% of Shawnee County physicians volunteer for HealthAccess and/or the Marian Clinic. Program partners include:
· Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas donates processing of claims tracking amount and types of charity care provided.

· Community Resources Council provides technical assistance regarding demographic trends.

· SRS enrollment specialist determines patient eligibility and reviews qualifications for other benefits.

· Kansas Optometric Association members provide free eye exams. 

· Marian Clinic and Shawnee County Health Agency work to increase primary/specialty care.
· Patients work with doctors to maintain health, enhancing personal responsibility/accountability.

· Pharmacies waive their dispensing and consulting fees.

· Physician volunteers provide free patient visits, surgeries, and medical leadership.

· Prescription Network coordinates discounted medications, tracking and reporting claims.

· St. Francis Health Center and Stormont-Vail Regional HealthCare provides free labs, x-rays, physical therapy, inpatient and outpatient hospitalizations.

· Shawnee County Commission provides financial support for generic medication assistance and a small portion of program administrative expenses.

· Shawnee County Medical Society established the charitable foundation that oversees HealthAccess and provides financial support and organizational management.

· Topeka City Council provides financial support for generic medication assistance.

· Topeka Community Foundation and United Way of Greater Topeka provides grant support. 

For more information contact Karla Hedquist, Program Director at 235-0996 or khedquist@kmsonline.org.
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